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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

of Tﬁnﬁigigﬂ; ]:i\’ﬂ ;J;;n inql.rliring.abaut our plans: for the next Gathering
kit Lot Tidy f}; 9 Allied Air Forces Reunion, which takes place
: v Weekend at the Royal York Hotel in Toronto. By now

you will have received your first mailing from AAFR, with a second mailing
still to come. This is going to be a great “show™, so plan to come. It’s going
to be difficult to top the 1995 Gathering at the Island Airport, but our
contact and big supporter is no longer there. So, this year's Gathering at
AAFR will be in the form of a Reception & Cocktail Party at the Royal
York. It will take place from Spm to 7pm Friday, September 3, following
the return of the bus trip to the Canadian Warplane Heritage at Mount Hope.
Special guests have been invited, a cash bar plus “finger food™ will be
available. and a display of memorabilia will be shown. We have also made
arrangements to reserve 427 Squadron tables at the Annual Banquet on
Saturday night too ... another place to ROAR!''! So, please send in your
AAFR Registration Form right away, showing you are with 427 Squadron,
so we know how many of you are coming. We need to know to book the
right room, food, etc.

This being the 75" Anniversary Year of the formation of the RCAF,
most of you have no doubt attended functions and celebrations across the
country, and could possibly write a short account of these festivities for
ROAR. I know our editor would appreciate hearing from you. Camp
Borden, the birthplace of the RCAF again invited a few Lions to celebrate
with them, and even provided on-base accommodation. A Black Tie Dinner
was also well attended at 427 Squadron in Petawawa, and they also provided
accommodation. There will be more celebrations this summer, so let’s keep

in touch.
(Continued on page 2)
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427 LION SQUADRON ASSOCIATION

427 Lion Squadron has a proud history. By organizing our
members, pas% and present, into a formal Association in the Spring
:]';;;:?ﬁ, the intent was to help to ensure that the achievements,
oy ions 3:‘1131 memories of this famous squadron are maintained

CHAIRMAN | A.L. ’Eon
22 Broadlands Blvd., Don Mills, ON
M3IA 12
(416) 447-9360

TREASURER Stan Miller

& MEMBERSHIP 34 Janellan Terrace, West Hill, ON
MIE 3M9
(416) 284-9564 Fax (416) 284-5499
e-mail: miller flytrain. test@sympatico.ca

NEWSLETTER Vern White
130 Queen St., Cobourg, ON
K9A IN2
(905) 373-4202

Cartoons by ‘Muff” Mills and Graphics by Gord Maxfield

HALIFAX RESTORATION - Progress Report (from Al d’Eon)

The Annual General Meeting of the Halifax Aircraft Association took
Place in Trenton on April 16, chaired by its President Jeff Jeffrey. Bill
Tytula and many of his restoration team were present at the meeting, and
gave us a glowing report on the progress being made in restoring this
aircraft. The next Haly Bag Newsletter will have a full report.

The print of the painting «Canadian Halifaxes Over York Minister” will
soon be available to those who have already ordered copies These prints will
be autographed by the artist, and at least one Crew member from each RC!}F
Squadron who flew “ops” in the Halifax during WW2. The price per print
for HAA members is $150. Non members of HAA will be charged .$1T5.
This painting was on display at the recent Toronto Aviation & Aircraft

Show in Downsview, and was very well received.

For more information write to: :
The Halifax Aircraft Association,

5444 Yonge Street, Suite 1905
Willowdale, ON. M2N 6J4
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WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM

Jack Adlam A. Ross Dawson

R.F. Dean Donald O. Ferguson
Wayne Meeds William L. Patterson
Peter Smith Trevor Utton

AD ASTRA STONES

At last count there were 3691 memorial stones in place in the Museum Air
Park at the RCAF Memorial Museum at CFB Trenton. A Dedication
Ceremony is scheduled for Saturday, 2 October 1999 at the Museum.
Relatives, friends and the public are welcome.

COMMEMORATIVE SWORD

The late Col H.A. Cunningham, who was CO during the period
1980-1983, launched a number initiatives to help perpetuate the history and
traditions of the Lion Squadron. In addition to organizing annual
Gatherings and resurrecting the MGM medallion, he undertook a special
project to acknowledge and memorialize our World War 11 heritage.

At the Change of Command ceremony at CFB Petawawa on June 10,
1983, LCol Hugh Cunningham presented the Combined Commonwealth
Air Force Commemorative Sword as a tribute to those who served in World
War II. The sword is featured with an eagle on the crosspiece and the entire
blade embossed with the pictures of aircraft used by the Commonwealth
during the Second World War. The overall length of this two-handed sword
which originated in the House of Lancaster is 45 inches. The crosspiece and
pommel are made from surgical steel and are highly polished by hand; the
grip is rosewood also highly polished by hand. This beautiful sword resides
in a presentation case lined with the Air Force tartan.

The names of more than 100 World War II Lions who participated in
the project are engraved on the face of the presentation case. The sword is

on display at CFB Petawawa. A “Committee of Ten” composed of Dudley
Burnside, Al d’Eon, Rocky Durocher, Lou Fellner, *Les Horton, Roy
Inkster, Phil Millard, *Jack Smith, *Gord Southcott and Vern White
assisted with the fund-raising and other arrangements.

Note - those designated with an asterisk have since joined the ranks of

the Fallen Comrades.
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- > | will be involved in the goings on for the next
le of at least. This will be then my last contribution to
ROAR. Lt Cindy Gagnon is the new Public Affairs Officer. and will
likely be the future contributor to the newsletter. | trust | will continue
0 see many of you at the Gatherings and other events. It has been a
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and wish him well in his continuing studies.

s

MEMORIES OF A WAR-TIME LION

Gene Lusignan is one of the few war-time Lions who possesses one of
the original red plastic tokens that were given to members of 427 Squadron
by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer for free admission to the movies, Gene served in
ground crew at Leeming and remembers using the token when on leave in
London and secing the original Mareth at the Regent’s Park Zoo.

One can imagine the thrill when Gene had the opportunity to hold
Mamthﬂwhenth:ﬁunmmﬂianeandlicitthgieﬁsitadhimin
Pembroke where he resides. An excellent photo of Gene Lusignan holding
ﬁsmmWinﬂmApﬂissueofMaplclﬂf (The article and
photograph in Maple Leaf are by Kristina Davis).

| PAY DAY WWII (RCAF)
To settle a few bets here are some numbers:
i AC2 (upon enlistment) $1.30 /day
LAC $1.50 /day
LAC (with flying pay) $2.25 /day
Sgt Pilot & Sgt Observer $3.70 /day
Sgt Wireless Air Gunner $3.20 /day
Sgt Air Gunner $2.95 /day
Pilot Officer $6.25 /day
Flying Officer $7.00 /day
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THE LIONS’ INTEGRATION ADVENTURE

One fallout of Mr.Hellyer’s folly - Unification -was taken to integrate
the Army in Soest, Northern Germany with the Air Forces of #)
Airdivision, Southwest Germany - the integrated force to be concentrated
between the Black Forest and the Rhine River, headquartered af Lahr,
Germany. A parade to formalize the integration was directed by the
Commander #1 Air Division (the designated integrated Commander)
Maximum attendance was requesied and the dress of the day was to he
unification green.

Although unhappy about the uniform the Lions dutifully roared down
the Autobahn from Zweibrucken to Lahr. However, a morning parade was
attended in Air Force Blue and needless to say the Lions were noted and
informed officially that Blues were not welcome at a reception and lunch to
be held later in the Officer’s Mess. What the non-Lions did not know was
that we had brought our Greens, and had made arrangements with the Mess
Manager to change in the quarters. So, the Lions dutifully suited up,
arrived en masse in the receiving line. I believe I saw a twinkle in the
Commander’s eye and the makings of a smile as he realized what had
transpired.

The rest of the day’s events went fairly well except for a small, but not
insignificant hitch, at lunch. The Air Force Band was playing ‘parlour’
music and I, on behalf of the Lions and the Air Force, sent a note to the
Band Master to play the Air Force March Past. I received a curt written
reply to the effect that because of the joint nature of the ceremony it was felt
that the March Past would not be appropriate and would not be played.

Speeches were made at lunch, however, it wasn’t until the Airmen
congregated at the Bar that a Senior Airman paid tribute to our fallen
comrades in Chaloy. So with heads hung low, having wined and dined we

beat a hasty retreat to our Zweibrucken Lair where we raised our heads and

glasses and ROARRRR—ed the rest of the day away. Amen
Ray (Tappy) Carruthers

SABRE & CF 104 YEARS

We welcome anecdotes and stories from Lions who served in the RCAF
and the Air Component of the Canadian Armed Forces during the Cold
War. The period from 1952-1962 (Sabre era) and 1962-1970 (CF _1{]4 erg]
was an important period in the history of the squadron. We sometimes fail
to recognize the huge contribution to the defence of Europe made by the
Air Division, in which 427 Squadron was one of the leading p.layers for
some 18 years. Those of us from the war-time years salute‘ the aircrews,
ground crews and families who served Canada and NATO with distinction

for the better part of a generation.
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lding a dedication service at the memorial site on July 7. 1999
h -a y 7, 1999.

dron representatives h! attendance will include former C.0.’s Col.
t and Group Captain Dudley Burnside both of whom reside
r UK Rep Len Pratt from Somerset. In addition, there will be

.'PghAirwaysmaldngthetripfmmCanadainﬂEpersonsof
Guertir Commanding Officer of 427 Squadron and our own Al
the squadron will be well and truly represented. There will

| the Dedication Service in a future issue.

- THE BROTHERS SMITTEN

n the last issue about the three Turnbull brothers brought an
r from Al Smitten of Edmonton who flew a tour on 427
f the remarkable record of the seven Smitten brothers
in the Armed Forces during WWII and all of whom
y. The roll call is as follows:

~ Navigator/Observer - D.F.M.

others Les and Stan all completed operational tours
d and was unable to complete. In the intervening
‘and Bill have passed away but the remaining
 continues to reside in Edmonton and spends
. keeps in touch with crew members Bill Britton,




ALLIED AIR FORCES REUNION

Is it really going to be the last one? Whatever
happens, this is a good year to bow out. It's the 75"
™ Anniversary of the RCAF, and most of us on the
;‘3;-.“‘ committee feel it should be our final effort. We have been

‘o presenting this annual event for a long time, and it has
been most rewarding. However, “the "ole gray mare ain’t

what she used to be”. So, let’s make this one heck of a party.

1R
o M
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The dates are different this year. So those of you heading south for
the winter, be sure to mark your calendar..AAFR 1999...Labour Day
Weekend...September 2 to 6... Royal York Hotel, Toronto.

If you have not received a mailing from AAFR, please let us know, and
we will see that you get the latest flyer and registration form. A Gathering
Of The Lions will take place during this reunion in the form of a Reception
& Cocktail Party at the Royal York Hotel Friday evening following the visit
to the Canadian Warplane Heritage. We have also reserved tables for the
Annual Banquet on Saturday. A special mailing to all Lion Squadron
Association members will be made soon with full details of our gathering,
including the times and location of our Hospitality Suite. Also, the reunion
film ferret, Frank Turner, has promised to present a short film of the
adoption ceremony at Leeming by MGM in 1943. This will be part of the
morning and afternoon documentary film shows.

We will visit the RCAF Memorial Museum in Trenton, and witness the
progress in the restoration of the Halifax, which came out of its watery grave
in Norway after 50 years. We will also visit The Canadian Warplane
Heritage Museum in Hamilton, and also see the only flying Lancaster in
Canada, here, as well as at the CNE Air Show. But, remember, buses for the
CNE leave at 12 noon sharp.

The CNE Air Show is a new feature this year, with special buses
leaving the hotel directly to special reserved seats in the grandstand for a
nominal bus fare only. You will then be the guests of the CNE for the day.
You will also have your pick of one of three days to see this spectacular
show.

Our guest speaker at the annual banquet will be Jack Granatstein,
historian and Director of the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa. The
Saturday Luncheon speaker will be LGeneral Dave Adamson, former

Deputy Chief of staff, Operations and Reserves, and Deputy Commander.

Full details of the 1999 AAFR will be listed in their flyer.
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HELICOPTER PILOTS ARE DIFFERENT

The thing is, that Helicopters are different from
Acroplanes.

A ‘plane by nature wants to fly and, if not

interfered with too strongly by unusual events or by
an incompetent pilot, will fly.

A helicopter does not want to fly. It is
maintained in the air by a variety of forces and
m all woﬂnng in opposition to one another, and if there is any
~ disturbance in this delicate balance, the helicopter stops flying -
B @Matclyaiﬂdlw
There is no such thing as a gliding helicopter. This is why being a
Wplutmsnmﬂ’eremfmmbemg an aeroplane pilot. And why, in
gl aeroplane pilots are OPEN, CLEAR-EYED, BUOYANT
'. ‘_ ¢ OVERTS and why helicopter pilots are BROODERS, introspective
~ anticipators of TROUBLE.  They know that if something bad has not yet
- happened ... it is about to!

' Contributed by Weldy Moffat, Saskatchewan Rep.
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SIGN IN FRONT OF A BURLESQUE THEATRE
THAT PACKED THE HOUSE
50 Beautiful Girls
45 Gorgeous Costumes!

SIGN IN A ROME LAUNDRY
Ladles, leave your clothes here and spend
the afternoon having a good time

SIGN IN A BUCHAREST HOTEL LOBBY
The lift Is belng fixed for the next day.
Durling that time you wlil be unbearable

SIGN IN A JAPANESE HOTEL
You are Invited to take advantage
of the chambermald
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MARETH 1T

On October 4, 1943 the following letter was sent from 10 Downing

Strect to 427 Squadron at Leeming. -
leased fo hear on my return fo this country that

“I was very p
the “Lion” Squadron of the Royal Canadian Air Force haed
made the suggestion that the Squadron should adopt
«\fareth”, one of the lion cubs at present at the zoo.
With every good wish for the success of the Squadron.

Yours very faithfully — Churchill”

Mareth was the offspring of Rota, the prized lion of the British Prime
Minister.

It is a matter of history that Mareth was adopted by 427 Squadron and,
a few weeks later, many of the Leeming Lions led by W/C Bob Turnbull
made the trip to London to attend the adoption ceremony at Regent’s Park
700. Alex Nethery of Burlington, Ontario recalls being there and describes
it as “a fun time for the ground crew, air crew and civilians who witnessed
the memorable event”. Note — The Mareth adoption was reported in the
Issue of “Wings Abroad” dated November 10, 1943,

Now we turn the clock forward 55 years to November 24, 1998, On this
date, LCol Dan Guertin, Commanding Officer of 427 Squadron, Dean
Black. D.C.O. and the Adjutant (Lieutenant Cindy Gagnon) participated in
a ceremony in which Mareth II, a rare white lion cub. was adopted as the

(Continued on page 13)
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" This time the scene was the Papanack Animal Park
e W | ncar
yn of Wendover, east of Ottawa. "It will be great for morale and it's a

f history,” said the C.O. A first class oak case containi
»n plaque and original photographs from the London Zn-liil::lu:::ﬁ
: was presented to the Farm.
reth I1 is one of four rare albino cubs (the others are named Faith
Charity) born in late October 1998 at the Animal Park operated by
ith Forgie. Mr. Forgie was delighted with the oak-encased
g that the story of the original Mareth along with the
ars and crest will travel with Mareth wherever he goes, The
ed that adoption of the lion cub was to be considered a
gratitude to the squadron and the members of the Canadian
who did so much during the Ice Storm of January 1998 that
on Wendover, the Farm and surrounding arcas.
April 1999 Issue of “Maple Leaf” displays a coloured photo of
nestled in a Griffon helicopter during a visit to Petawawa (see
¢ page).. The Animal Park will be his home but he will do
and all the while a great ambassador for the Lion Squadron.

e were some weird name and rank combinations. There
3ill) Sargent whose problem began when promoted to
ering the phone to a Senior Officer he announced himself
ent which led to bewilderment and a few choice epithets at
he confusion continued and didn’t get any easier when Bill
Se :'-L.‘ hil andﬁna]l}' ﬂighl Sergeam,
> there was another sergeant on base whose surname
rather enjoyed the Sergeant Major handle which elevated
h relate to an aircraftsman second class (AC2) who
name was A.C.Tew who gleefully identified himself

vas a passenger on a 747 jet to Europe out of New
was airborne, the pilot introduced Lindbergh as a
g to identify him any further. Lindbergh stood
pasmgers As he sat down he had a little
t. A flight hostess stepped up quickly, buckled
ur first crossing, Mr. Lindbergh?”
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| WONDER IF I'LL EVER |
BE FAMOUS ENOUGH |
TO GET MY PORTRAIT |
ONABIGKITED |

WHAT’S MY LION?

A young man asked for a job, any job at all, with the circus. The
manager decided to give him a chance to become an assistant lion tamer
and took him to the practice cage. The head lion tamer was a beautiful
woman, and was just starting her rehearsal. Entering the cage in hel
gorgeous costume, she motioned to the lion. The obedient beast crep

towards her and rolled over twice.
“Well”, said the manager to the young man, “do you think you can

that?”
“I'm sure I could sir,” he replied, “but first you have to get that lion ot

of there!”
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